
  

The Official Georgia Gems Newsletter 

PUBLICATION & DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                   
Georgia Gems is owned and operated by the Georgia Jewelers Association, and association for profit,  headquartered in Georgia.                            

Eash edition is mailed out over 200 members plus other individuals and companies who support the association. 

GEORGIA GEMS  |  FIRST QUARTER  |  FEBRUARY 2024 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 Future Show Events 

 Letter From GJA President, Tony Cruz 

 GJA 2024 Convention Registration 

 Membership Renewal 

 Scholarship Application 

 Sponsorship Form 

 GJA Gem Spotlight 

 Design Contest  Application 

Join GJA at the 2024 Convention                                               
April 19~21, 2024                                   

Jekyll Island, Georgia                              

 

Scan the QR code for a direct link to make your reservations for the                

convention with Marriott, Don’t delay space is limited. 
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A Message From  
GJA President   

 

                                  

TONY CRUZ 

January 15, 2024 

 

Dear Georgia Jewelers and Jewelry Vendors, 

 

A new year is upon us.  As we look back at 2023 there are many things that were good, some great and some not so good.  Despite the 

national press’ prediction of a down year and slow buying, we saw just the opposite.  People are still buying, and they are buying                     

jewelry.  No one really knows what this year will bring but our goal is to continue to do what we do best and that is to provide our                    

customers with the best products, product knowledge and customer service that we are known for.   

  

Georgia Jewelers Association is here to serve you the jewelers and vendors to achieve these goals. Our organization’s goal is to help the 

retail jeweler in Georgia maintain its place as an essential, efficient service in the distribution of jewelry goods and services to the                     

customer.  GJA does this by standing for the highest business standards and ethics, knowledge of all phases of the industry, efficiency of 

procedure in business operation, economy in all phases of the industry, and any other factor that will help the retail jeweler in                      

Georgia.  These goals are shared and implemented to our membership through annual meetings and quarterly newsletters.   

  

Each year we have a convention where we meet as an organization for two days.  This year’s convention will be at Jekyll Island, Georgia on 

April 19-21.  This is an idyllic place that lends itself to relaxation and a chance to step away from the day-to-day task of running a                        

business.  Not only is it a chance to relax but it is also the chance to focus on learning and networking.  

The convention is a time to renew old acquaintances, start new relationships, and provide education on current topics that apply to our      

ndustry.  The convention enables networking among jewelers across the state and the vendors that supply them.  These opportunities are 

invaluable to create a network that serves our industry on the individual level as well as the state level.  It is also a time to have fun with          

your family and friends. 

  

The seminars have included the latest in security, trends of product production and sales, use of current point of sale products, business 

transitions from generation to generation and retirement, as well as other areas.  Ample time is given to ask questions and offer                        

personal insight.   This year’s convention will continue and build on the tradition of excellence that has been established over the years.   

  

Attached to this newsletter is a registration form for the convention with the details of how to book a room and the schedule.  Also, you              

will find sponsorship forms that will enable you or a vendor you work with to become a partner in providing the convention.  I encourage  

you to consider partnering with the Georgia Jewelers Association in providing the best convention to date.  Please feel free to contact me            

or any of the other officers or directors if you have any questions. 

 

 

Tony Cruz, President GJA 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

President:    TONY CRUZ     JWR Jewelers • Athens 

Vice President:    MARK BUTLER     K.E. Butler • Vidalia 

Treasurer:   CHRIS SPENCER               Spencers Jewelers • Athens 

Secretary:   KAT BENNETT    Hodges Jewelry • Camilla 

Executive Director:  IVY DOSS    Georgia Jewelers Association 

Immediate Past President:  CHRISTINE THORTON RANDALL    Thornton’s Fine Jewelry • Athens 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

JEFF ALEXANDER   Alexanders of Atlanta • Lawrenceville 

LACEY FINCHER   Tena’s • Elberton 

KIM SPENCER   Spencer’s Jewelers  • Athens 

KRISTA WOMACK   Ford, Gittings & Kane • Rome 

 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS 

STARK HARBOUR   Assured Partners of Georgia • Atlanta 

GENE LAMBERT   Apollo MFG., Artistry LTD • Tampa, Florida 

JEFF KOCH   Bulova • Gainesville 

ALLAN CAGLE   Brilliant Elements • Easley, South Carolina 

2023 - 2024  SPONSORS 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

ATLANTA JEWELRY SHOW 

CHARLES FREY & CO., INC. 

DARLING IMPORTS 

DLIGHT REFINERS LLC 

GEORGIA DIAMOND CORP. 

JEWELERS OF AMERICA 

KATTAN DIAMONDS 

NAMANO / SOUTHEASTERN FINDINGS 

PARIS 1901CHARLES GARNIER/ ELLE 

PREMIUM WHOLESALE DISCOUNTS 

SAMUEL SOPIL COMPANY 

THE EDGE BY ABBOTT JEWELRY SYSTEMS 

SINGER ESTATE COLLECTION LLC 

STAR GEMS INC 

STULLER INC. 

3RD MILLENNIUM DESIGNS 

UNITED PRECIOUS METAL 

Wilkerson   Pompono Beach, FL (954) 325-7868  Jeff Elliott 

2023 - 2024  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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GJA Gem Spotlight 

Rebecca Shemwell, owner of Tracy Pearls, has a magical memory that she will treasure forever. She was a part of the 97th Macy's 
Day Parade with her son, Evan Luza. Evan and his roommate Collin Egan, created and developed Blue Cat and helped him fly high 

in New York City on Thanksgiving Day! Evan and Collin are Georgia born and raised and attended Georgia State University together. 
Collin drew Blue Cat and Evan mastered and brought 9,999 Cool Cats NFT's onto the Web3 space selling out in 6 hours. Blue Cat 
has a future in cartoons and possibly the Big Screen.  The digital collection of "Cool Cats" was chosen as one of five contenders in 
an online vote held by Macy's that pitted five PFP collections against each other. Cool Cats won with 69,175 votes and the balloon 

design began. The balloon design featured Blue Cat, the mascot of Cool Cats, alongside his adorable friend Chugs The Milk               
Carton.  Macy's flagship store in Times Square sold out of Blue Cat merchandise during the parade.  

GJA wishes Evan and Colin the very best and cannot wait to hear what is next for Blue Cat.  
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Save The Date ! 

MARCH 9-12, 2024                                                         

INDEPENDENT JEWELERS ORGANIZATION •DALLAS, TEXAS 

MARCH 16-17, 2024                                                                          

AJS SPRING 2024  • ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

** Expanded Education Days March 15th & 18th, 2024 

 

MARCH 17, 2024                                                                                                     
GJA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING {Room 104 @ 8am} 

APRIL 15-17                                                                           

CONCLAVE  •  AUSTIN, TEXAS 

APRIL 19-21, 2024                                                            

GJA SPRING CONVENTION                                                                   

COURTYARD RESIDENCE INN • JEKYLL ISLAND, GEORIGA 

In Loving Memory                           

JAMES L. PEACH                                  
October 6, 1944 ~ May 26. 2023 
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AUGUSTA, GA (706) 722-0000                                                        
STATESBORO, GA (912) 489-3716                                                  

ST.SIMONS ISLAND, GA (912) 638-8277                                              
VIDALIA, GA (912) 537-0384 

www.AssuredPartners.com 

TracyPearls 
By Rebecca 

Rebecca Shemwell 

770-436-0805                              
rshemwell2002@yahoo.com 
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           February 1, 2024 

Dear Georgia Jeweler, 

 Georgia Jewelers Association is pleased to announce the offering of our annual John W. Reed 
Memorial Scholarship & Bill Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship.  We think one of the best benefits of your 
GJA membership is the opportunity to win one of our scholarships.  This year we will offer $500               
scholarships that all members (both owners and their employees) may apply for.  Furthering ones                  
education is always valuable and GJA would like to assist its members in insuring that our member 
stores keep advancing their skills and abilities. 

 The scholarships may be used for GIA, AGS, and other related educational programs within the 
industry.  They may be used for distance and onsite courses and labs.  The scholarship committee will 
be meeting during the 2024 GJA Convention, the weekend of April 19-21, 2024.  We will announce the 
winners of this year’s scholarship at our Sunday luncheon during the convention. 

 Another great way to gain education id during the convention.  We will host industry expert 
speakers on Saturday and Sunday morning.  This is a great way to keep informed and refreshed on                 
selling and sales techniques, gemology and jewelry manufacturing and security for you, your store and 
your employees.  Attendance at these seminars is included in your convention registration fee. 

 Scholarship applicants are not required to be in attendance at the annual convention but we   
invite and encourage you to join us in April.  Scholarship winers are limited to one per store per year 
and scholarships should be used within the following 12 months.  Please see the enclosed application 
and guidelines and be sure to ger your application into the GJA office by March 15, 2024.  If you have 
questions or need help call me at 706-291-8811 or call the GJA office at 770-826-1462 

Regards, 

Jan                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Fergerson, Scholarship Chair                                                                                                              
Ford, Gittings & Kane                                                   
312 Brod Street, Rome, GA 30161 

 

Georgia Jewelers Association                                              

2024 Scholarship Application                                                                                                 
JOHN W. REED MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP                                                                                            

BILL ROSENFELD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  

Georgia Jewelers Association 

Post Office Box 2124  •  Duluth, Georgia 30096                                                                                                 

iveydoss@georgiajewelers.org  •  (770) 826-1462 
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IVY DOSS 
Georgia Jewelers Association            

Executive Director 

 

ivydoss@georgiajewelers.org 

(770) 826-1462 

 

 

Join us at the GJA Convention! 

 

Renew Your Membership 
With GJA Today! 

Membership renewals sustain us and make our                                                                                  
convention, newsletters and yearbook possible.                                     

We appreciate retail and associate members alike, 

Don’t delay,                      

scan the QR code to 

email your renewal 

membership today! 

 

Newsletter Layout, Design & Printing Provided By:                                                                            

Perimeter Digital Imaging                                                                                                    
770-734-9212 • orders@perimeterdigital.net  

Georgia Jewelers Association                      
P.O. Box 2124                                                                                           
Duluth, Georgia 30096 


